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Magic Square for 2015
S R Sarma*
To the readers of the Indian Journal of
History of Science, this magic square of the order
15 brings our greetings and good wishes for the
Golden Jubilee year 2015. This magic square is
specially designed (by using lowest number as 22
and highest number as 247) so that it yields the
magic sum of 2015 when the numbers in all the
cells are added in any of the fifteen columns or in
any of the fifteen rows. It would be a wonderful
experience.

If the central column is imagined to be a
pillar, the flow of numbers begins at the top of the
pillar (22), slides down to the bottom to take off
from the next column (23) and then winds around
the pillar in an upward spiral movement until it
*

completes a spiral; then begins another spiral and
so on.
Schuyler Cammann, the historian of magic
squares, names this winding pattern as the ‘Hindu
continuous method’. He narrates a nice anecdote
about the spread of this method. In 1688 Simon
de La Loubère was returning from a diplomatic
mission to Siam; on the ship he was amusing
himself by constructing magic squares by an old
fashioned method, when a fellow-passenger
showed to him a faster method, namely the ‘Hindu
continued method’ which the latter had learned
on a visit to Surat. Simon de La Loubère was
delighted with the ease and speed of this method,
and he spent the rest of the voyage experimenting
with it. On his return to Paris, he devoted a whole
chapter to the subject of magic squares in his Du
Royaume de Siam (‘Islamic and Indian Magic
Squares,’ History of Religion, VIII (1969), No. 3,
pp. 181-209; No. 4. pp. 271-299).
During the half a century of its existence,
the IJHS made substantial contributions to the
study of history of Indian science from diverse
angles. The credit for the regular appearance of
the IJHS every three months since its launching
in 1966 goes entirely to Dr A. K. Bag, who
nurtured it with diligent care. This magic square
carries also our warmest congratulations to Dr
Bag, to the officers of the Indian National Science
Academy, to the members of the History of
Science unit at the INSA, and to all the scholars
in India and abroad who made valuable
contributions to the IJHS.
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