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Professor S.M.R. Ansari (08 April 1932-25 February 2023)

Sadly, the well-known Indian historian of Science, Prof.
S.M.R. Ansari, passed away on 25 February 2023.

Shaikh Mohammad Razaullah Ansari was born on 8 April
1932. He completed his B.Sc. (Honours) and M.Sc. in Phys-
ics from Delhi University in 1953 and 1955 respectively.
In 1956, he joined as a lecturer in Physics at Delhi College
(now Zakir Hussain College). Later, he joined the Phys-
ics department of Aligarh Muslim University (AMU) as a
Reader in 1969 and was promoted as a Professor in 1983.
He retired from AMU in 1994 but continued to be associated
with it till his death.

While working at the Delhi College, he secured a research
fellowship at the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation
(Bonn, Germany) in 1959. He first worked at the Institute
of Theoretical Physics, then shifted to Eberhard Karl Uni-
versity at Tubingen, where he completed his D.Sc. (Dr, rer,
nat) in 1966 in mathematical physics. During his stay in
Germany, he also began his studies in the history of exact
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sciences in India and Islamic countries. He researched in
various capacities from 1966 to 1969 as a research scholar/
associate of the German Council of Research.

At AMU, he established a research group on astrophysics,
which focused on solar physics and the physics of inter-
stellar matter. His work in this area was recognized both
nationally and internationally by his election as a Fellow
of the Royal Astronomical Society (U.K.) in 1972 and by
his selection as a Member of the International Astronomical
Union (IAU) in 1973.

He started working actively in the history of science
around 1974, when he published his first paper on the “Arab
antecedents of the Copernican model” in the Indian Jour-
nal of History of Science that year. From then onwards, he
worked continuously in the area. His studies focused on
the history of science (especially history of astronomy) in
medieval India (Persian sources) and Islamic countries and
contributed significantly to the subject. He was very knowl-
edgeable about the Persian manuscripts on science in several
manuscript repositories in India and wrote extensively on
these. He also wrote on the interactions between the Islamic
and Hindu siddhantic traditions in medieval India and the
advent of modern astronomy in India from the nineteenth
century onwards.

Ansari was very actively associated with organizations/
committees devoted to the history of science at the national
and international levels from the 1980’s onwards. He helped
establish the Department of History of Science and Medicine
at the Hamdard Institute (now Jamia Hamdard), New Delhi,
during 1984—-1986. He served as the Editor (1985-2000) of
the journal ‘Studies in History of Medicine and Science’ pub-
lished by Jamia Hamdard. He has himself published several
articles in this journal. He was instrumental in establishing
the Ibn Sina Academy of Medieval Medicine and Sciences
based in Aligarh in 2000. He served it as the ‘Founder Sec-
retary’ till his last breath. Under his editorship, 88 issues of
the Newsletter of Ibn Sina Academy (NISA) were brought
out. He was actively involved with the history of science
activities of the Indian National Science Academy (INSA)
for many years, including being a member of the National
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Commission for History of Science of INSA, and was the
leader of the Indian delegation to several international
conferences.

Ansari was active in the IAU Commission 41 on the His-
tory of Astronomy, its Vice-President from 1991-1994, and
President from 1993—-1997. He was also closely associated
with the International Union of History and Philosophy of
Science and Technology (IUHPST) for several decades. He
was the President of the IUHPST Commission for Science
and Technology in Islamic Civilization, 1993-1997, and
TUHPST-IAU Joint Inter-Union Commission for History of
Astronomy, 1997-2001. He was one of the experienced his-
torians of astronomy instrumental in establishing the Com-
mission for the History of Ancient and Medieval Astronomy
(CHAMA) of IUHPST and was its president for eight years
from 2001-20009.

Professor S.M.R. Ansari was very friendly by nature and
encouraged young historians of science in India and else-
where. The history of science community in India and other
countries will miss him. He is survived by his wife and four
children.

I am very grateful to Professors Syed Zillur Rahman and
Syed Ziaur Rahman of the Ibn Sina Academy, Aligarh for
readily responding to my communications and helping me
prepare this obituary. The eminent historian of astronomy
and mathematics, Professor S.R. Sarma (retired professor of
Sanskrit in AMU, presently based in Germany) was also of
great help. Very importantly, along with Mr. Nishat Ansari,
son of Professor S.M.R. Ansari, he compiled a bibliography
of Professor Ansari’s works, which is reproduced below.

Bibliography of S.M.R. Ansari (Compiled by S.R. Sarma
and Nishat Ansari)
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1999  S. M. Razaullah Ansari et al. (ed), Science and
Technology in the Islamic World: Proceedings of
the XXth International Congress of History of Sci-
ence (Liege, 20-26 July 1997). Brepols, Belgium.
S. M. Razaullah Ansari (ed), History of Oriental
Astronomy: Proceedings of the Joint Discussion
17 at the 23rd General Assembly of International
Astronomical Union organized by the Commis-
sion 41, held in Kyoto, Japan, August 25-26, 1997,
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“On the Indian Observatories in the 19th Century,”
Proceedings of the Indian History Congress, 36th
Session held at Aligarh Muslim University, Dec.
29-31, 1975, pp. 523-530.

"On the Physical Researches of Al-Biruni", Indian
Journal of History of Science, (1975): 198-217.
"Quinquecentenary of Nicolaus Copernicus: the
Father of Heliocentric System-Report of the Inter-
national Conference", held in Warsaw (Poland),
Sept. 4, 1973, Indian Journal of History of Science,
10 (1975):47-54.

"On the Early Development of Western Astron-
omy in India and the Role of the Royal Greenwich
Observatory, " Archives internationales d'Histoire
des Sciences, 27, No. 101 (1977): 237-262.
"Aryabhata I, his Life and his Contributions,"
Bulletin of the Astronomical Society of India, 5
(1977):10-18.

"Progress and Trends in the Development of Sci-
ence and Technology in West Asia", Proceedings of
All India Seminar on Contemporary Scene in West
Asia, held in Aligarh, pp. 189-200.

“The Establishment of Observatories and the Socio-
Economic Conditions of Scientific work in Nine-
teenth Century India”, Indian Journal of History of
Science, 3.1 (1978): 62-71.

“A Brief Survey of Islamic Sciences” in: Nawab
Hasan (Ed), Introduction to Islamic Science, Ali-
garh, 1983, pp. 33-60.

“Introducing Sezgin's History of Medicine, Studies in
History of Medicine & Science, 7 (1983):187—-195.
(With Zia Fatima) “An Essay Review on Science
and Technology in Medieval India, by Rahman
et al.”, INSA New Delhi, Studies in History of
Medicine & Science, 8 (1984): 67-87.
“Introduction of Modern Western Astronomy in
India during 18—19 Centuries” in: S.N. Sen & K. S.
Shukla (Ed), History of Astronomy in India, New
Delhi, 1985, pp. 363—402, reprinted as a monograph,
IHMMR, (presently Jamia Hamdard), New Delhi.
“The Observatories Movement in India during
the 17th—18th Centuries,” Vistas in Astronomy, 28
(1985): 379-385.

“A Supplementary Note on Jawahir al- ‘Ulim
Humayini,” Studies in History of Medicine & Sci-
ence, 9 (1985): 65-66.

(With S. Farrukh Ali Jalali) “Persian Translation of
Varahamihira's Brhatsamhitd,” Studies in History
of Medicine & Science, 9 (1985): 161-169.

(With S.A. Khan Ghori) “A Comparative Study of
Astronomical Instruments of JaiSingh and West—
Central Asian School of Astronomy” in: B. V. Sub-
barayappa (Ed) Proceedings of the Indo—Soviet
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Seminar on Scientific and Technical Exchanges
between India and Soviet Central Asia in the Medi-
eval Period, New Delhi, 1985, pp. 73-77.

“An Essay Review on Studies in Islamic Exact Sci-
ences, by E. S. Kennedy et al.”, (Ed. David King
and Marry H. Kennedy, Beirut, 1983), Studies in
History of Medicine & Science, 9 (1985): 85-86.
(With S.A. Khan Ghori) “Two Treatises on Astro-
nomical Instruments by ‘Abd al- Mun‘im Al-
‘Amili and Qasim ‘Ali al-Qdyini”, in: G. Swarup
et al. (Ed), History of Oriental Astronomy, (Pro-
ceedings of IAU Colloquium 91, held in New
Delhi, 1985), Cambridge, 1987, pp. 215-225.
“Sawai Jai Singh i evropeickaya astronomyia (Swai
Jai Singh and European Astro-nomy), Istoriko—
Astronomicheskie Isledovaniya, 19 (1987): 151—
170, (in Russian).

“Modern Astronomy in Indo—Persian Sources”, in:
Ekmeleddin Thsanoglu (Ed), Transfer of Modern
Science & Technology to the Muslim World, Istan-
bul, 1992, pp. 121-144.

(With S. R. Sarma & A.G. Kulkarni), “Two Mughal
Celestial Globes, ” Indian Journal of History of
Science, 28.1 (1993):55-65.

“Asian Science, Medicine, and Technology,” Report
of the Symposium P1, held at the XVII International
Congress of History of science, Hamburg—Munich,
Aug. 11-19, 1989, Final Report, Edited by F. Krafft
and C. J. Scriba, Stuttgart, 1993, pp. 125-127.
“Studies in History of Science & Technology in
India—A Report”, Studies in History of Medicine
& Science, 12.12, New Series, (1993):109-130.
(With Arshad Hussain) “Khazinatul A‘dad by
‘Ata’ullah Khanqgahi and its Main Source: Khula-
sat al-Hisab by Al-*Amili,” Studies in History of
Medicine Science, 13 (1994): 225-240.

“An Essay Review on George Saliba's Edition of
Al-Urdi 's Kitab al-Hay’ah,” Studies in History of
Medicine & Science, 13 (1994): 269-280.
“Indo-Iranian Exchange in Exact Sciences,” Invited
talk at the Iran Culture House, New Delhi, March,
16, 1994, to be published in the Extension Lecture
Series of I. C. H., New Delhi.

“Scientific Contacts between Usbekistan and
India,” Dialogue (Editor, Najma Heptulla, New
Delhi) 3.3 (1994): 50-52. An enlarged version in
Historical and Cultural Links between India &
Uzbekistan, Khuda Bakhsh Oriental Public Library,
Patna, 1996, pp. 342-352.

“XIX International Congress of History of Science,
Zaragoza, Aug. 22-29, 1993—A Report,”, Studies
in History of Medicine & Science 12, No. 1, New
Series, 1994, 117-131.
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“Modern Scientific Method in the Works of Ibn
Al-Haytham," in Fakhruddin Ali Ahmad Memo-
rail Volume, Ed. Nazir Ahmad and Asloob Ahmed
Ansari, Ghalib Institute, New Delhi, 1994, pp.
248-271.

“Recent Work on the History of Astronomy in
India,” paper read at the Scientific Meeting JD-7
of IAU Commission 41, Highlights of Astronomy,
Ed. J. Bergeron, Kluwer, Dordrecht, 1995, pp.
136-137.

“Modern Astronomy and its Archival Material in
the Afro-Asian Observatories,” ibid., pp. 140-141.
“On the Transmission of Arabic—Islamic Astron-
omy to Medieval India,” Archives internationales
d'Histoire des Sciences, 45, No. 135, 273-297.
“The Indian Astronomers Ghulam Hussain Jaunpuri
and His Zij-1 Bahadur Khani,” Studies in History
of Medicine & Science, 14, No. 1-2, New Series,
1995/96, 181-188.

“An Essay Review on Natural Science among the
Arabs in the tenth century A.D., by Hans Daiber”,
Vol. XIII of Islamic Philosophy, Theology & Sci-
ence, Text and Studies, E. J. Brill (Leiden), 1993,
Studies in History of Medicine & Science, 14
(1995/96): 209-216.

1995/96 “Ghulam Hussain Jaunpiiri and his Zij-i
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Bahadurkhani,” Studies in History of Medicine
& Science (New Delhi), Vol. XVI, No. 1-2, New
Series, pp. 181-188.

“Modern Astronomy in Indo-Persian Sources,”
Talk delivered at the Joint-Discussion-17: History
of Oriental Astronomy 23rd IAU General Assem-
bly, held in Kyoto(Japan), August 25-26, 1997;
to be published in the Proceedings of the Joint
Discussion, Ed. S.M.R. Ansari, Kluwer Academic
Publisher(Dordrecht).

“Pre-Telescopic Astronomy in China, Japan, and
India,” paper read at The Third International Con-
ference on Oriental Astronomy from Calendar
Scholars to Telescope, held in Fukuoka (Japan),Oct.
27-30,1998, published in the Proceedings, Ed.
Masanori Hirai, Fukuoka University of Education,
Munakata, Fukuoka, Japan, pp. 217-220.

“Islamic Astronomy in India during 16th—18th
Centuries and its interaction with Traditional
Indian Astronomy, in “500 Years of Tantrasan-
graha- A Landmark in the History of Astronomy”,
Ed. By M.S. Sriram, K. Ramasubramanian and
M.S. Sriram, Indian Institute of Advanced Study,
Shimla, 2002, pp. 145-156.

“Practical Astronomy in Indo—Persian Sources”,
Indian Journal of History of Science, 37.3 (2002):
255-265.
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“European astronomy in Indo—Persian writings”,
in History of Oriental Astronomy, edited by S. M.
R. Ansari. Dordrecht, Kluwer Academic Publisher,
pp. 133-144.

“Raja Ratan Singh Zakhmi—A Litterateur, His-
torian and An Astronomer of 19th Century”, Pro-
ceedings of the International Seminar on Contri-
bution of Persian Language and Literature to the
Composite Culture, Ed. Azarmi Dukht Safavi, Per-
sian Dept. AMU, Aligarh. 2004, pp. 129-138.
“Hindus’ Scientific Contributions in Indo-Persian”,
Indian Journal of History of Science, 40.2 (2005):
205-221.

Review of the Book: Arabic Astronomy in San-
skrit, Al-Birjanda on Tadhkira II, Chapter 11, and
its Sanskrit Translation”; edited, commented and
translated by Takanori Kusuba and David Pingree
(Islamic Philosophy, Theology and Science, Text
and Studies, edited by H. Daiber and D. Pingree,
Vol. 47); Brill, Leiden, Boston and K&ln, 2002. Pub-
lished in the Journal of History of Astronomy (Cam-
bridge), Vol. 36 (Feb. 2005), Pt. 1, pp. 112—-114.
“Transmission of Islamic Exact Science to India and
its Neighbours and Repercussions Thereof”. Plenary
Lecture held at the 22nd International Congress of
History of Science (Beijing), July 2005. Its outline
published in Studies in the History of Natural Science,
(Beijing), Supplement to Vol. 24 (2005): 31-35.
“The First Comprehensive Book in Indo-Persian
on Modern European Astronomy,” Proceedings
of the Fifth International Conference on Oriental
Astronomy (held in Chiang Mai (Thailand), Oct.
4-8, 2004), edited by Chen, K.-Y., Orchiston, W.,
Soonthornthum, B., and Strom, R., Chiang Mai
University, Chiang Mai (Thailand), pp. 81-90.
“On Ghulam Hussain JaunpiirT and his Works” (in
Persian), invited article, in The Encyclopaedia of
the World of Islam (Danishnama’-i Jahan-i Islam),
edited by Golam ‘Al Haddad ‘Adel, Tehran. Vol.
X1, pp. 387389, Persian translation of the article
by Farid Ghassemlou.

“Ibn al-Haytham, the First Proponent of the Scien-
tific Method,” Traditions of Science, Cross-Cultural
Perspectives. Essays in Honour of Prof. B.V. Sub-
barayappa. Eds. P Bilimoria and M.K. Sridhar. Mun-
shiram Manoharlal, Pvt. Ltd. New Delhi. pp. 35-58.
“Promotion of Exact Sciences During the 14th—
15th Centuries”, in Persian Literature in Sultan-
ate Period, Ed. Maria Bilquis, Dept. of Persian,
Aligarh Muslim University, Aligarh, pp. 60—72.
“Jai Singh Sawa’i” (in Persian), The Encyclopae-
dia of Persian Language and Literature in the
Subcontinent. Managing Editor, Ali Mohammad

2008c

2009
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2011b

2011c

2011d

2013a

2013b

2014a

Moazzani. The Academy of Persian Language and
Literature, Tehran. Vol. 11, pp. 1228-1230.

“On the Transmission of Islamic Astronomy to
Medieval India”, in The Tradition of Astronomy in
India, Joytihsastra, Ed. B.V. Subbarayappa, Vol.
IV, Part 4 of the Project of the History of Indian
Science, Philosophy and Culture, General Editor,
D. P. Chattopadhyaya, pp. 345-373. New Delhi.
“Reception of Indian Astronomical Treatises and
Handbooks in Sanskrit by Muslim Scholars of
Medieval India,” in Science in India. Ed. J. V. Nar-
likar, Vol. XIII, Part 8 of the Project of the History
of Indian Science, Philosophy and Culture, General
Editor, D.P. Chattopadhyaya, Chapter 8, pp.”251—
274. New Delhi. Viva Books, Pvt. Ltd.

“Early Modern Observatories in India, 1792-19007,
in Science and Modern India: An Institutional His-
tory, C.1784-1947. Ed. Uma Das Gupta. Vol. XV,
Part 4 of the Project of the History of Science, Phi-
losophy and Culture, General Editor, D. P. Chatto-
padhyaya, New Delhi. Chapter 13, pp. 349-379.
“A Survey of al-Birint’s Scientific Manuscripts in
India”, in Abu Reyhan al-Biruni and His Relevance
to Today's World (Proceedings of an International
Seminar held during 24-26 March 2010 at Jamia
Millia Islamia, New Delhi). Ed. Qamar Ghaffar.
Published by Scientific Section, Embassy of I.R.
of Iran, New Delhi, pp. 42-58.

“A Survey of Arabic-Persian Sources on the Astro-
labe Extant in India and on the Indian Astrolabe-
Makers”, in Nakamura, T., Orchiston, W., S6ma,
M., and Strom, R. (eds.). Mapping the Oriental Sky.
Proceedings of the Seventh International Confer-
ence on Oriental Astronomy (held on Sept. 610,
2010), Tokyo. National Astronomical Observatory
of Japan, pp. 99-108.

“On Khayrullah Khan Muhandis”, in Persian,
published in Encyclopedia of the World of Islam
(Danishnama’ -i Jahan-i Islam), edited by Golam
‘Ali Haddad ‘Adel, Tehran, Vol. 16, pp. 608—611.
“The Compilation of Zijes in India” (in Persian),
published in the Encyclopaedia of Persian Language
and Literature in the Subcontinent. Editor, Muham-
mad Reza Nasiri, The Academy of Persian Language
and Literature, Tehran, Vol. IIT (2013), pp. 533-536.
“24th International Congress of History of Science,
Technology and Medicine, Manchester, 2013—
An Appraisal,” Indian Journal of History of Sci-
ence,48.4 (2013): 705-717.

“On Raja Sawai Jai Singh”, in The Biographical
Encyclopaedia of Astronomers, editor-in-chief
Thomas Hockey, Springer Science (Holland), Vol. I
(2014), pp. 1128-1131, second edition; earlier ver-
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2014b

2014c
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2015a

sion of the same in the first edition, Vol. 1(2007),
pp. 585-586.

“Transmission of the Modern Exact Science to the
Muslim World,” The Oxford Encyclopedia of Phi-
losophy, Science, and Technology in Islam, 2014.
New York, Oxford Univ. Press, 2014, Vol. 1, pp.
376-385.

“Astronomical Activity in Medieval India in Six-
teenth-Seventeenth Centuries”, paper read at the
International Symposium on Ottoman Science
and Philosophy in XVIth Century, in Memory of
Hundredth Anniversary of the Birth of Aydin Sayili
(held in Kastamonu, Turkey, 13—15 November
2013), and published in the Turkish Journal: Dért
Oge, Vol. 3, No. 6 (May 2014), Ed. Yavuz Unat, pp.
9-22.

“Review of Benno van Dalen, Islamic Astronomi-
cal Tables: Mathematical Analysis and Historical
Observations, Variorum (Ashgate Publisher, Sur-
rey) 2013, in Indian Journal of History of Science,
49.2 (2014): 209-218.

“A Survey of Calendars of Islamic Countries and of
Medieval India”, To be Published in the Proceed-
ings of the International Seminar on Indo-Portu-
guese History- XIV (held on 11-13 February 2013,
New Delhi). Edited by Pius Malekandathil, Lotika
Varadarajan and Amar Farooqui, New Delhi, Ratna
Sagar Pvt. Ltd. (in press).
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2015a
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2015

2018

2019

“An Indian Family of Mathematicians: Ata’ullah,
Lutfullah, Khayrullah and Imamuddin”, in Farid
Ghassemlou (ed.), Paper read at the International
Conference on The History of Mathematics and
Astronomy in Islamic Era, held on Dec. 8-10,
2009, in Tarbiat Modarres University, Tehran.
Revised English version to be published in Ganita
Bharatt (New Delhi).

“On Indian Astronomers: Ghulam Husain Jaunpuri
and Raja Ratan Singh, and Astronomy in Medieval
India”, in Encyclopedia of History of Science, Tech-
nology, and Medicine in Non-Western Cultures, Ed.
Helain Selin, Dordrecht, Springer Science, second
edition.

“Survey of Zijes written in the Subcontinent,” Indian
Journal of History of Science, 50.4 (2015): 576-601.
“K. D. Naegamvala: The Founder of the First
Astrophysical Observatory in India,” in: Growth
and Development of Astronomy and Astrophysics in
India and Asia—Pacific Region: Proceedings of the
9th International Conference on Oriental Astronomy,
ed. M.N. Vahia et al., Mumbai, Tata Institute of Fun-
damental Research, Mumbai 2018, pp. 175-184.
“Persian Translations of Bhaskara’s Texts and their
Impact in the following Centuries” in: Bhaskara-
prabha, Ed. K. Ramasubramanian, T. Hayashi and
Clemency Montelle, Hindustan Book Agency, New
Delhi, 2019, pp. 377-391.
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