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Sadly, the well-known Indian historian of Science, Prof. 
S.M.R. Ansari, passed away on 25 February 2023.

Shaikh Mohammad Razaullah Ansari was born on 8 April 
1932. He completed his B.Sc. (Honours) and M.Sc. in Phys-
ics from Delhi University in 1953 and 1955 respectively. 
In 1956, he joined as a lecturer in Physics at Delhi College 
(now Zakir Hussain College). Later, he joined the Phys-
ics department of Aligarh Muslim University (AMU) as a 
Reader in 1969 and was promoted as a Professor in 1983. 
He retired from AMU in 1994 but continued to be associated 
with it till his death.

While working at the Delhi College, he secured a research 
fellowship at the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation 
(Bonn, Germany) in 1959. He first worked at the Institute 
of Theoretical Physics, then shifted to Eberhard Karl Uni-
versity at Tubingen, where he completed his D.Sc. (Dr, rer, 
nat) in 1966 in mathematical physics. During his stay in 
Germany, he also began his studies in the history of exact 

sciences in India and Islamic countries. He researched in 
various capacities from 1966 to 1969 as a research scholar/
associate of the German Council of Research.

At AMU, he established a research group on astrophysics, 
which focused on solar physics and the physics of inter-
stellar matter. His work in this area was recognized both 
nationally and internationally by his election as a Fellow 
of the Royal Astronomical Society (U.K.) in 1972 and by 
his selection as a Member of the International Astronomical 
Union (IAU) in 1973.

He started working actively in the history of science 
around 1974, when he published his first paper on the “Arab 
antecedents of the Copernican model” in the Indian Jour-
nal of History of Science that year. From then onwards, he 
worked continuously in the area. His studies focused on 
the history of science (especially history of astronomy) in 
medieval India (Persian sources) and Islamic countries and 
contributed significantly to the subject. He was very knowl-
edgeable about the Persian manuscripts on science in several 
manuscript repositories in India and wrote extensively on 
these. He also wrote on the interactions between the Islamic 
and Hindu siddhāntic traditions in medieval India and the 
advent of modern astronomy in India from the nineteenth 
century onwards.

Ansari was very actively associated with organizations/
committees devoted to the history of science at the national 
and international levels from the 1980’s onwards. He helped 
establish the Department of History of Science and Medicine 
at the Hamdard Institute (now Jamia Hamdard), New Delhi, 
during 1984–1986. He served as the Editor (1985–2000) of 
the journal ‘Studies in History of Medicine and Science’ pub-
lished by Jamia Hamdard. He has himself published several 
articles in this journal. He was instrumental in establishing 
the Ibn Sina Academy of Medieval Medicine and Sciences 
based in Aligarh in 2000. He served it as the ‘Founder Sec-
retary’ till his last breath. Under his editorship, 88 issues of 
the Newsletter of Ibn Sina Academy (NISA) were brought 
out. He was actively involved with the history of science 
activities of the Indian National Science Academy (INSA) 
for many years, including being a member of the National 
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Commission for History of Science of INSA, and was the 
leader of the Indian delegation to several international 
conferences.

Ansari was active in the IAU Commission 41 on the His-
tory of Astronomy, its Vice-President from 1991–1994, and 
President from 1993–1997. He was also closely associated 
with the International Union of History and Philosophy of 
Science and Technology (IUHPST) for several decades. He 
was the President of the IUHPST Commission for Science 
and Technology in Islamic Civilization, 1993–1997, and 
IUHPST-IAU Joint Inter-Union Commission for History of 
Astronomy, 1997–2001. He was one of the experienced his-
torians of astronomy instrumental in establishing the Com-
mission for the History of Ancient and Medieval Astronomy 
(CHAMA) of IUHPST and was its president for eight years 
from 2001–2009.

Professor S.M.R. Ansari was very friendly by nature and 
encouraged young historians of science in India and else-
where. The history of science community in India and other 
countries will miss him. He is survived by his wife and four 
children.

I am very grateful to Professors Syed Zillur Rahman and 
Syed Ziaur Rahman of the Ibn Sina Academy, Aligarh for 
readily responding to my communications and helping me 
prepare this obituary. The eminent historian of astronomy 
and mathematics, Professor S.R. Sarma (retired professor of 
Sanskrit in AMU, presently based in Germany) was also of 
great help. Very importantly, along with Mr. Nishat Ansari, 
son of Professor S.M.R. Ansari, he compiled a bibliography 
of Professor Ansari’s works, which is reproduced below.
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