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The book under review deals with the evolution of health
policy and varied aspects of medical research in India. The
author’s major argument, which is tracked through six
lengthy chapters, focuses upon the imperialist agenda of
establishing British political control over India with the
major aim of exploiting a variety of its resources and sub-
ordinating its knowledge systems. It was achieved through
the introduction and spread of Western education, specifi-
cally medical education. In the course of the discussion
(pp. 47-158), she has rightly brought out that the entire
process of the Registration of medical practitioners had
marginalized the plural system of Indian medicine, which
rested upon the highly active participation of hakims and
vaids. However, she has missed two crucial issues: one
concerns the decisive closure of dialogue between West-
ern and Indian knowledge systems, which has enriched the
curative aspect of Western medicine. The second concerns
its persistent denigration of the hideous features of Indian
Civilisation, its effeminate manhood, and outdated scientific
theories and technologies.

In the third chapter on ‘Rabies, Pasteur Institutes, and
Anti-Rabies Treatment’, the author discusses the process
of the establishment of Pasteur Institutes, which led to a
successful cure of Rabies (pp. 159—224). Inclusion of the
responses of the families of two first rabies victims would
have enriched the socio-cultural insights that Gagandip has
tried to bring out.

A survey of the changing imperialist and public perspec-
tive on leprosy, including its three forms and expansions
of leper asylums (pp. 225-334) is fairly exhaustive. The
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colonial State was prompted to pass Lepers’ Act of 1898
for Bombay and Madras and the Act of 1935 to cover a few
cities of Punjab owing to its crucial stake in protecting the
health of labouring classes and Europeans. The most impor-
tant section of this chapter is ‘Missionary Philanthropy,
Leper Asylums and Anti-Leprosy Campaigns.” Her discus-
sion of Missionary contribution in founding Lepers’ Homes,
helps in understanding the role of religious commitment in
restoring the social dignity of victims. It may be pointed
out that the less-known implication of the missionary work
is the consciousness—raising among lepers regarding their
civic rights. The central figure in the missionary work for
lepers was Wellesley Cosby Bailey, who founded the ‘Mis-
sion to Lepers’.

In her chapters on ‘Vaccination, the Compulsory Vaccina-
tion, and Smallpox Vaccine’ (pp. 335-495) and ‘Review of
Health Policy’, (pp. 476-536), Gagandip has used two terms
imperialist and imperialism glibly in the course of discus-
sion without elaborating the concept and its serious impli-
cations for the bodies of Indian people, their social life and
economic status. The colonial State had used Indian bod-
ies for experiments in order to discover cures for leprosy,
smallpox, and rabies, which were problematic for the Brit-
ish/European people in equal measure. The colonial State’s
real motive was to keep them physically fit in order to facili-
tate the extraordinary production of new crops for export
in the world market. The Indian people had been used as
guinea pigs in the imperial laboratory. Obviously, legislation
of health policy for the inhabitants of enslaved India was
underpinned by the motive of creating a strong industrial
base in Britain.

The book under review is entirely based on official
archives, interspersed with references to recent scholarly
monographs. Her exhaustive work, profusely illustrated by
tables, graphs, and photos, is likely to be useful for research-
ers who would go against the grain and produce critical
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scholarship on British health policy and its implications for
Indians in a more complex theoretical framework.

The Unistar Books must be complimented for this flaw-
less and slick production.
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