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In the earlier days in India (2500 B.C. to A.p. 600) soils were divided into two classes, viz. urvara
(fertile) and anurvara or #sard (sterile). Urvard mytiikd (fertile soil) is again subdivided into
different kinds with respect to crops; for instance, yava (barley), #ila (sesamum), vrihi (rice),
mandiena (mung), etc. Anurvard mrttika (sterile soil) is also subdivided into sigard (salt ground)
and maru (desert). The soil watered by river and that watered by rain are respectively called
nadimdtrkd and devamdirkd. Lend was also divided into three classes, namely jangala, onupa
and s@dhdrana, according to the nature of the soil and climate as follows: (i) jangala region
(literally means dry place plants—xerophytes); (ii) anupae region (literally means marshy or
swampy and watery plants, littoral or inland) and (iii) sddhdrana region (literally the ordinary
plants, mesophytes), the region which is endued with creepers and plants and trees. Classifica-
tion of soil was also based on two grounds—medicinal and economic. Land revenue was rated
according to the productivity and kind of soil. Land classification involved a careful graduation
of land survey and measurement, calculation of outturn as well as expenses per unit of land.

In the medieval period, local names, which conform fairly to the soil in relation to the pro-
ductivity of the land as assessed for land revenue purposes, were developed. In this land classi-
fication stress was laid on certain s0il characteristics and external features, e.g. texture and
colour of soils, slope of land and availability of water but the ultimate criterion was the yield
of crops. On the basis of the information thus collected and on considerations of marketing
facilities, fair estimates of land values were arrived at.

In the beginning of the present century, attention was fooused on improving the productivity
of the land. Classification of land based on the contents of plant nutrients, viz. nitrogen, phos-
phorus and potassium, and also of lime of the top 15 centimetres of soils was undertaken in
selected areas. Land classification on the basis of mechenical composition of surface soils was
also carried out in & few cases. Classification of soils for areas under command for irrigation
has been carried out. In more recent years classification of soils on the basis of studies on the
morphological features of soil profiles and physico-chemical and mineralogical studies of profile
samples has been carried out. Emphasis has been laid on the classification of soil at the lowest
level from the utilitarian point of view.
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