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NEWS

WORKSHOP IN HiSTORY OF SCIENCE AT INSA — A REPORT

A two-day History of Science Workshop cum Project Investigators’ meet
was organized under the guidance of the Indian National Commission for His-
tory of Science on 17-18 March 2005 in the premises of the Indian National
Science Academy (INSA). About seventy experts attended the workshop. This
included project Investigators of the on-going as well as new research projects,
members of the Research Council/National Commission for History of Sci-
ence, distinguished invited speakers and other experts of History of Science.
The inaugural address was delivered by Prof. Roddam Narasimha, the Chair-
man of the Research Council for the History of Science programme. In his
introductory remarks, Prof. Narasimha emphasized on the need and importance
of'this type of workshop and urged that different specialist—groups should come
together to make this programme a success. He was of opinion that the project
investigators’ meet was an opportunity to get a first hand idea of the project
work being done already and to evaluate prospective project proposals. Prof.
Narasimha expressed satisfaction over the well responded workshop, as nine-
teen project investigators from different universities/institutions of India at-
tended and presented their work report, and were open to valuable suggestions
made during their presentations by the experts.

The workshop was divided in four sessions namely, Mathematics/As-
tronomy, Minerals/Metals and Metallurgy, Agriculture/ Horticulture Botany and
Medical Science, and Miscellaneous which included technology, conservation
and architecture.

Three special lectures were also organized in different sessions on the
topics: “The concept of proofs in classical Indian mathematics”, “Metallurgi-
cal significance of wootz steel” and “French Jesuit collections of Indian Scien-
tific manuscripts in the 18" century” by Prof. M D Srinivas (Centre for Policy
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Studies, Chennai), Prof. S Ranganathan, FNA (IISC, Bangalore) and Dr. Dhruv
Raina (JNU, New Delhi) respectively. The project investigators presented their
work reports/proposals on the topics for assessment which are as follows :

S Balachandra Rao, NIAS, Bangalore, “Eclipses & Planetary Conjuction in Medieval Indian
Astronomical Text — A Critical Study”.

Padmaja Venugopal, SIB Institute of Technology, Bangalore, “A Comparative Study of Plan
etary Models in respect of Epicycles in Classical Indian Astronomy vis-a-vis Ptole-
maic and Copernican Models”.

R Vasantha, Srikrishnadeveraya University, Anantpur ( A.P.), “Critical Edition of a Sanskrit
Manuscript Caturanga Camatkrita Cakra Mafijari on the Indian Chess and Board Games”.

A K Biswas, Asiatic Society, Kolkata, “Mineral Processing to Elemental Science in medieval
India”.

Nupur Dasgupta, Jadavpur University, Kolkata, “Minor Metal Craft in West Bengal : Tradition
and Changes from medieval period to the present”.

Somnath Ghosh, CAST, Kolkata, “A Study of the Development of Chemistry & Chemical
technology in Eastern India in the medieval period”.

R K Dube, IIT, Kanpur “English Translation of the Selected Chapters of the Samaran gana-
sutradhdra of King Bhoja”.

P Vasumathy Devi, Univ. of Kerala, Kerala, “History and Practice of Bronze Technology as
Craft in Kerala”.

Veena Rao, NIAS, Bangalore, “JBS Haldane’s Indian Period”

V Arunachalam, Central Plantation Crops Res. Inst. Kasaragod, Kerala, “Agricultural and Cul-
tural History of Palms in Ancient India”.

Jaweed Ashraf, Delhi, “Critical Edition of Persian Manuscripts — Risala Magas-i-usl, Risala
Kirm-i-abresham and Risala Parwana alongwith their English Translation and Notes™.

S L Sangam, Dharwad, “History of Floriculture Industries in the world with special reference
to India”.

Harkishan Singh,Panjab University, Chandigarh, “Biographies of Pharmaceutical Luminaries”

Nirmal Saxena, Bareily, “Yogatarangini of Trimalla Bhatta”, Eng. Translation.

Sukta Das, Kolkata, “Development and Progress in Cancer Research & Control in Post-Inde-
pendent India”

S Parimala, T.Nadu, “Emergence and Development of Medical Institutions of Tamil Region”.












