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HISTORY OF SCIENCE PROJECT INVESTIGATOR’S MEET CUM WORKSHOP

ON 13-15TH APRIL, 2009 – A REPORT*

A two-day Project investigator’s Meet cum Workshop on 13-15 April,
2009 was organized by the Indian National Science Academy, New Delhi at the
auspices of Jadavpur University, Kolkata, alongwith the annual meeting of Research
Council and Indian National Commission for History of Science. The programme
of open presentation of new Project proposals as well as progress reports of on-
going projects were designed by the then chairman, Research Council for History
of Science, Professor Roddam Narasimha in 2005, to inculcate interest among
scientists, historians and students of different faculties. The first three meetings
were held at the premises of INSA, New Delhi and attracted a large number of
scholars from different parts of the country. Since this programme got momentum
in very short time it was decided to organize it as an annual event in other parts
of the country to make it more popular and informative. Fourth meet cum workshop
was organised at the premises of IIT, Powai, Mumbai during 9-11 April, 2008
with the help of K Ramasubramanian. In order to make it more interesting, a
series of special invited lectures were also planned.

The Fifth meet, was inaugurated at Triguna Sen Memorial Hall, Jadavpur
University on 13-15th April, 2009 to mark the 50 years of History of Science
research programme of INSA. It was attended by a large number of distinguished
scholars of science, history, philosophy and literature. A souvenier was also published
on this occasion. The welcome address was delivered by Professor Siddhartha
Datta, Pro Vice Chancellor of Jadavpur University who expressed happiness and
thanked INSA for selecting the venue of Jadavpur University for this exclusive
programme. He highlighted the ethics of science and society and the role played
by the social scientists in the area of history of science research in India. He also
pointed out gap areas and hoped that this will be taken care of. Subimal Sen,
Chairman, State Council of Higher Education, West Bengal emphasized the role
of younger scholars in collaborating science with history and hoped the Academy
will take steps in this regard. A K Bag informed the audience of the contribution
of the Academy in History of Science researches during last 50 years and the
methodology adopted by the pioneers like P C Ray, D M Bose, S N Sen, A C
Ukil, and S K Saraswati in teaching and promoting history of science at the
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auspices of the Asiatic Society in early years and shared his experiences during
the time. Professor P N Ghosh, the Vice Chancellor, applauded the efforts of
INSA and analysed the role of historians and scientists in promoting scientific
researches in India. He also discussed Science Policy of independent India and
referred to the works of Joseph Needham and D D Kosambi in the context of
social development and science for the common people. Professor R Gadagkar,
Chairman, Research Council for history of science, INSA in his introductory
remarks expressed his desire to attract younger people to the history of science
programme. He discussed the need for contemporary studies and planning to fill
up the gap between science, society and humanities and appealed that a common
goal of the scientists, historians and social scientists should be blended in the
context of interest of the society. He thanked Prof. R Narasimha for this pioneer
efforts in chalking out their programme in a very special way. He also informed
that a biannual course in contemporary studies is being carried out at IISc,
Bangalore under his supervision. Two special invited lectures were also arranged
by Profs. B C Sinha and Shyamal Chakraborty on trends in science researches
and contributions of P C Ray. Prof. Mahua Sarkar and Subhasis Biswas of the
University extended full cooperation in coordinating the programme.

The Project presentation and assessment programme started in three
sessions under the Chairmanship of R Gadagkar at the Venue of K P Bose
Memorial Hall, Jadavpur University.

Session I – Ongoing Projects
Catalogue and technical analysis of forge welded iron cannons in Deccan Forts
by R Balasubramaniam and Jai Krishan, Kanpur.
Studies related to History of Astronomy by B S Shylaja, Bangalore
Anatomical Knowledge and the Anatomy of Medical Knowledge in India : Some
Preliminary Inquiries by Jayanta Bhattacharya, West Bengal
Catalogue of Forge-welded iron Cannons in Western Maharashtra Forts by P.P.
Deshpande, Pune.
English Translation of Trimalla Bhat.t.a’s Br.had – Yogataran.gini by Nirmal Saxena,
Rae Bareli
A Critical and Comparative Study of two Indian Astronomical texts
(1) Siddha–nta Sƒekaram of Sƒripati of (11th Century) (2) Siddha–nta Sa–rvabhauma
by Munisƒvara (18th Century) by A Sripad Bhat, Tirupathi
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Session II:

Technology of the Tribes of Northeast India with Special Reference to Arunachal
Pradesh by A K Thakur, Meghalaya.
Minerals, Mining and Metal working crafts in medieval India. C 1600-1750 AD:
A study based on Dutch sources by Ishrat Alam, New Delhi.
A Physical Survey of Irrigational Works in the Thar Desert of Medieval Times by
B L Bhadani, Aligarh.
Preparation of Translation and Mathematical Notes of the works of Ni–lakan. t.ha
Dr. K Ramasubramanian, Mumbai
History of Mutation Research – an overview by O S  Vivekanandan, Chennai
Calcuttan Science (1814-1914) and the Mini-renaissance in India by Arun Kumar
Biswas, Kolkata
History of Development and progress in Cancer Research & Control in Post-
Independent India : focus on two Pioneering Institutes by Sukta Das, Kokata.
History of the Ordnance Establishment of British-India : 1700-1947 by Kaushik
Roy, Kolkata
History of Technical Education in India : 1900-2005 by Samir Kr. Saha, Kolkata
Towards an understanding of indigenous knowledge system of fishermen of
Sundarbans in West Bengal and their approach to health, sanitation and climate
by Mahua Sarkar, Kolkata.

Session III – New Proposals

Khagendra Man. i Darpan.a (KMD): World’s first complete text on Ancient
Toxicology by Sathyanarayana Bhat, Bangalore

Science and Nationalism in Bengal 1876-1947: P N Bose and Indian Geology
(1855-1947) by C B Palit, Kolkata.

Communicable disease and germ theory by Srabani Sen, Kolkata.

South Indian Metrological Traditions : A Critical Study by V Selvakumar, Thanjavur.

History of High Tin Bronze and Brass Technologies in Eastern India by Pranab
K. Chattopadhyay, Kolkata.

The pioneer mathematicians and their role in Calcutta University during nineteenth
and twentieth century by Mala Bhattacharjee and Purabi Mukherjee, Kolkata.
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The Historical facts affecting the climatic changes in the State of Jharkhand by
Manoj Shekhar, Ranchi.

Electronics Education and Research in India : The Early History by Meher Hoshang
Engineer, Kolkata.

The Academic sessions were concluded with a vote of thanks to the
Chair.

To mark fifty years of History of Science Research a Special Lecture was
arranged by the Asiatic Society on “Astronomy in Medieval Indian Arabic and
Persian Sources, their Translation into Sanskrit and Vice Versa” by Professor S
M R. Ansari, Aligarh (in chair Prof. Barun De). This was followed by a
documentary on ‘History of Science and the Asiatic Society’ prepared by Shri
Gautam Ghosh, a renowned film director and an exhibition of rare manuscripts
collection at the society.

A joint meeting of the National Commission and Research Council, held
under the Chairmanship of Prof. M Vijayan, President, INSA on 15th April, 09,
applauded the efforts of Prof. R Narasimha, the former Chairman of Research
Council for his wide vision in designing the Project investigators’ meet to make
the History of Science research more popular and meaningful.


