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I met KRP when I arrived in Calcutta as a research scholar in August 1959. He shared an office with Ranga Rao
and we ran into each other regularly at tea.

I was not sure what I wanted to do. I thought I was going to work on applications of Statistics. C. S.
Ramakrishnan who was around at that time tried to convince me that Operation Research was the most important
thing and that I should read Bellman. For a few months I was confused about my goals. Varadarajan and Bahadur
gave courses on measure theory and point set topology. I attended them. KRP got hold of me and suggested
we work on a real problem. Varadarajan had left for US by then. Ranga Rao, KRP and I started working on
a problem. We worked hard and accomplished quite a bit in two years. We studied convolution properties of
probability distributions on topological groups.

KRP was very disciplined. I would go frequently to the city to see a movie or eat at a restaurant. KRP would
frown at it. I wanted to learn how to swim. The institute had a pond that one can swim in, and KRP offered to
teach me. But only at 6 am. It was too cold and I never took up on it. For about eighteen months we worked on
probability distributions on groups. It was a lot of fun. We would gather at 7 a.m. and work till early afternoon
with a short lunch break. Kolmogorov visited ISI and some of us traveled with him to Bangalore. KRP who knew
some Russian acted as the interpreter. Dr C.R. Rao asked Kolmogorov to be a reader for my thesis.

Then KRP left for Moscow. While there he was helpful in getting Kolmogorov to send a report on my thesis.

I graduated from ISI and moved to the US. I met KRP and Shyama many times in England, Mumbai, Delhi
and in New York when he visited us at NYU for a month.

My years of working with him in the sixties was an experience that I will always cherish.
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