Ethics and Publication Policies

The Proceedings of the Indian National Science Academy adheres to the general guidelines and
policies of the COPE (Committee on Publication Ethics). Authors, Reviewers and Editors of the
Proceedings of the Indian National Science Academy are required to agree to the following
guidelines.

1. Publication and Authorship

Submission of a manuscript for publication in the Proceedings of the Indian National Science
Academy implies that the author/s agrees/agree to the following:

The work submitted in the manuscript is original and has neither been published elsewhere nor is
presently under consideration for publication in any other journal.

All information/data obtained from earlier published work, including from those of any of the authors,
are duly attributed to and properly cited.

Author/s would obtain prior permission/s of author/publisher whose original material is desired to be
reproduced as part of a review or other publication

All conflicts of interest and sources of funding of the study are required to be appropriately declared.

All submitted or invited manuscripts (original as well as revised versions) will be subject to a review
process as decided by the Editorial Board of the Proceedings of the Indian National Science Academy.

It would be the responsibility of the corresponding author to obtain consent of all the other listed
authors for submission and publication of all versions of the manuscript in the Proceedings of the
Indian National Science Academy.

It is to be ensured that everyone listed as author has contributed materially to the study and/or
preparation of the manuscript and that all those who have a right to be authors of the manuscript have
been included.

Authors are required to report any errors they discover in their published paper to the Editors for
publication as Corrigendum or Retraction, as required.

2. Human and Animal Rights, and Informed Consent

All studies must comply with the applicable guidelines for human studies and animal welfare
regulations. Author/s would ensure that all materials and data in the manuscript have been acquired
following current ethical standards and, wherever required, have been duly approved by the
appropriate ethical committee/s. For studies involving human material, authors should state that
subjects have given their informed consent and that the study protocol has been approved by the
institute’s appropriate ethical committee.

3. Peer review

All submitted or invited manuscripts will be subject to a peer review process in a manner decided by
the Editorial Board of the Proceedings of the Indian National Science Academy. However, if the
Editor finds that a manuscript does not fall within the purview of the journal and/or reports
trivial/irrelevant matters, the Editor may himself/herself reject the manuscript after recording his/her
reasons that are to be communicated to the author.
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The Reviewers will i) maintain confidentiality with regard to the manuscript under review, ii) provide
an objective judgment on the manuscript and iii) disclose conflict of interest, if any. Reviewers should
also point out if any relevant reference/citation is missed by the authors.

4. Editorial policies

Editors have the final authority and responsibility to take a decision about rejecting or accepting an
article for publication in the Proceedings of the Indian National Science Academy. The Editor who is
entrusted to handle a manuscript for the review process should not have any conflict of interest with
respect to the article.

The handling Editor would also examine if the manuscript follows the guidelines, especially in
citation of references. Based on the reviewer’s recommendations and own views, the handling Editor
would make a recommendation (Accept/Reject/Requires Major Revisions/Requires Minor Revisions)
about the manuscript to the Editor-in-Chief. The Editorial office, in consultation with the Editor-in-
Chief, would communicate the decision to the authors. The Editor-in-Chief would normally endorse
the recommendations of the handling Editor. However, if some clarifications are needed, the two may
consult each other before reaching a final decision.

Editors shall maintain the anonymity of reviewers, unless a reviewer explicitly wants the identity to
be revealed and the Editor agrees to this.

Editors will have the responsibility and authority to publish a correction/retraction in respect of any
published article if errors or irregularities are found after the publication.

Any case of plagiarism or other misconduct that comes to the notice of any member of the Editorial
Board shall be reported to the Editor-in-Chief who would get it looked into and if found correct,
would take steps to inform the author/s and if warranted, retract the paper.

5. Publishing ethics

The Editorial Board shall monitor maintenance of ethical issues at all levels. All allegations of
scientific misconduct (including but not limited to falsification or distortion of data, failure to provide
data post-acceptance, duplicate publication and plagiarism) will be investigated on a case by case
basis following the general guidelines provided by COPE (Committee on Publication Ethics).

If an allegation of scientific misconduct is made prior to publication of the article, the peer review
and/or publication process may be halted until the investigation is complete. In the case of published
articles appropriate steps will be taken to correct the scientific record. These include issuing an
expression of concern or retraction of the published article.

Cases of unintentional error may not be taken as misconduct. In such cases, where a small portion of
the publication contains an inadvertent error, or the author list is incorrect, the Proceedings of the
Indian National Science Academy will publish a Corrigendum.

The Proceedings of the Indian National Science Academy reserves the right to contact the authors’
institutions, funders, or regulatory bodies if needed.

The Indian National Science Academy will consider the published/unpublished manuscript as valid
unless the Author and/or Editor notifies for withdrawal of the same because of some errors or
unethical practice/s that may come to light at any time.
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