














Table 3 (continued)

Sr. No University

28 Sri Venkateswara University, Tirupati
29 Cochin University of Science And Technology, Kochi, Kerala
30 Osmania University

31 University of Jammu

32 University of Hyderabad, Hyderabad, Telangana

33 Banaras Hindu University, Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh

2023).
The overarching goal of the NRF is to foster a culture of
research within our universities. Specifically, the A-NRF
will lay a strong foundation for merit-based and equitable
peer-reviewed research funding, contributing to developing
a research-centric culture in the country through suitable
incentives and recognition for exceptional research. Uni-
versities that have received PURSE grants can significantly
contribute to advance research in the context of NEP 2020
and A-NRF.
The Industry-Academia Connect in India has emerged as
a critical driver for fostering innovation, bridging the gap
between theoretical knowledge and practical application. By
allocating a budget for industry-academia collaboration as
a new provision in PURSE projects, universities are explor-
ing industry-academia collaboration, conducting workshops
and seminars on opportunities and challenges faced by both
sectors. It examines successful models of collaboration,
emphasizing the mutual benefits derived from knowledge
exchange, skill development, and research partnerships.
Universities are encouraged to unite their expertise across
departments or schools into a cohesive team, aiming to pro-
mote interdisciplinary research that aligns with national
priorities and missions. The research endeavors should also
harmonize well with the objectives of Self-Reliant India
(Atma Nirbhar Bharat) and Startup India (Chaudhary et al.
2024). DST's proactive support has evolved into competi-
tive support, promoting inclusivity and safety infrastructure.
The restructured program includes provisions for Scientific
Social Responsibility (SSR), industry collaboration, and
knowledge exchange to enhance research outcomes. The
need for scientific safety infrastructure in Indian universities
is multifaceted, encompassing human safety, environmen-
tal protection, compliance with regulations, public confi-
dence, and the overall success and sustainability of scientific
research. SSR is a concept that emphasizes the ethical and

Scientific domains

Convergence of Biological and Physical Sciences for Health-Driven
Material Innovation and Nano device Development

Advancing Environmental Sciences, Biotech & Tech: Raindrops to
Therapies, Sensors, 10T

Environmental Biotech & Sensing: Metal Nano Composites, Arse-
nic Sensors, Water Detox, Protein Diagnosis

Glacier Dynamics and Geophysical Investigations in the North
Western Himalaya: Assessing Debris Thickness Variability using
Electrical Resistivity Tomography

Cell Biology and Cancer Research: Immunofluorescence and
Immunohistochemistry for Protein Detection

Exploring Microbial Diversity, Cancer Biology, Nanotech, and
Sustainable Materials for Innovative Applications

societal dimensions of scientific research and its applica-
tions. It builds on the idea that universities have a respon-
sibility not only to advance knowledge but also to consider
the broader impact of their work on society. The budget
allocated under SSR encourages scientists to engage with
the public, policymakers, and other stakeholders to ensure
that the benefits of scientific advancements are shared. Sci-
entific research and technological innovations contribute
significantly to economic growth (Hasan and Tucci 2010).
By investing in scientific infrastructure, Indian universities
can play a vital role in driving innovation, creating intel-
lectual property, and contributing to the country's gross
domestic product (GDP). The restructuring also facilitated
the inclusion of more private universities into the PURSE
landscape. This also improves another area of concern that
arises from the breakdown of the existing R&D expenditure.
The government accounts for the majority of R&D spend-
ing, exceeding 60%. A significant obstacle to India's overall
low R&D expenditure is the limited involvement of the pri-
vate sector (Reddy and Subash 2020, Mani 2021). Effective
strategic planning is essential to support the multitude of
universities in India participating in this program. Given the
extensive array of promising universities across the country,
the inclusion of a large number of universities is imperative.

As per the report of the year-end review 2022 of the
Department of Science & Technology (DST), Ministry of
Science and Technology, Government of India (Gol), the
global ranking of India in the Global Innovation Index (GII)
is at 40th position in 2022 among 130 economies of the
world and the Indian GII left behind 41 nations within seven
years. India holds 3rd position in the number of publications,
PhDs (S&T Indicators Tables, Research and Development
Statistics 2022-2023), startups, UNICORNSs, and investment
destinations for technology transactions globally. Women's
share in extramural research and development (R&D) has
doubled in the last nine years. India secured 9th rank in resi-
dent patent filing. The gross expenditure on R&D (GERD)
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