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This book is a well edited work that brings together
two crucial fields in urban pest management i.e.,
habitation of urban insect pests and innovations in
sustainable actions in pest control.  Fifteen chapters
in this book have been contributed by renowned
experts from different spheres of the world sharing
their profound insights and experiences on the
hazardous significance of urban pests. Chapters
covering pests such as mosquitoes, flies, bed bugs,
cockroaches, fleas, ants, destructive wood pests such
as termites and borers highlight the dangers of these
pests in urban living and need for their management.

This book emphasizes the importance of pest
control in safeguarding urban health.  It underscores
the fact that pest control is predominantly an art which
requires a dynamic mix of skill and knowledge to
practice.  However, the foremost aspect involved in
pest control strategy is the industry formalized
insecticide spray.  Poison based insecticide spray
satiates the human anger and revulsion against invading
pests and this has remained acceptable among
practitioners and consumers alike.  Its cost
effectiveness and instantaneous relief has made it a
widely acceptable choice. Popularity of chemical
sprays prevented knowledge on pests, and has kept
the introduction of sustainable technologies, tools and
methods like IPM.  Chemical sprays are often
indiscriminate, thereby miserably fail in destruction
of the source of the infestation and at times are also
unnecessary.  As restriction on indoor insecticide usage
and evidence of insecticide resistance is becoming
apparent, an increased emphasis is now laid on lure-
and-kill control methods.  Lure and kill methods are
effective in controlling small, low-density, isolated
populations of pests. Consequent to this, there is a
flurry of activities in manufacturing baits, traps and
devices to meet the needs of the growing industry.

The pest control industry focuses on eliminating

pest infestation from homes and buildings.  But most
pest control actions never address the possibilities of
future infestations and hence leave gaps for easy re-
infestation.  With improved designs, modification of
environment and public awareness, pest infestations
can be reduced considerably and the role of
practitioners will shift more towards keeping human
habitats away from pest invasion.  Practitioners’ action
will concentrate more on monitoring goods and items
gaining entry into buildings and treating infestation
outside the building.  Their future role would be to
inspect, monitor and run programs as pest auditors.

 History of organized pest control is recent and
it has witnessed constant changes.  Current trends
indicate that pest control has deviated from a practice
to more of product-marketing.  Pest management has
become an industry-formalized practice focusing on
products and its usage.  Similarly exhibitions,
magazines and journals dedicate vast resources and
space on products compared to knowledge and
practices.  This forces pest control practitioners to
become more product centric than skill oriented. The
trend towards over-reliance on product and industry
designed practices has prevented development of skills
among practitioners.  Application of chemicals by
sprayers remains the most dominant work in a pest
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control activity.  A number of studies have shown the
relative ineffectiveness of conventional sprays over
knowledge based intervention methods. It is clearly
evident that the unforeseen act of indiscriminate and
unplanned spraying of pesticides results in pest control
failures. This led to the realization that judicious use
of pesticides is needed to overcome control failures,
and to focus on growth of new avenues on application
methods.  Consequent to this, dramatic changes in
pest control strategies have taken place globally. These
preliminary remarks would position the readers to
approach the issues covered in the various chapters
with better focus.

Each chapter of the book focuses on current
innovations in the pest management industry and new
discoveries in insect science. Innovations have also
led to lesser use of pesticides in the environment-
which has far reaching positive consequences in urban
locations. A few chapters in this book deserve special
mention as they contribute to novel pest management,
for example, in chapter 9, Lewis and Forschler discuss
future prospects comparing the past practices used
in termite control. Edward Vargo in the chapter 11
emphasizes the scenario of urban quality life and blood
sucking insects in urban systems.

The book on the whole focuses on innovative
technologies such as insecticide baits, lures and new
strategies in managing pest population. Termites, ants,
flies and rodents were the earliest pest species which

were lured and killed by food baits.  But new research
in pest sensory physiology and pest ecology has led
to innovative baits and baiting methods, incorporating
their molecular ecological implication. The modern
technologies mentioned in various chapters including
molecular techniques have provided a rational solution
to urban health by controlling pests dwelling indoors
and outdoors.  Furthermore, many of the technologies
mentioned in the book help in dramatic reduction of
insecticide use within human vicinity and are a must
for sustainable future.

The book also revisits a traditional and well
known subject of using natural products in urban pest
management for sustenance.  The last chapter
presents a plethora of data on plants used against
urban insect pests and reflects optimism that plants
can remain as a source for future biomolecules in the
field of insect control. I find that this book will be
particularly appropriate for academics and researchers
involved in sustainable management of urban insect
pests and hence it is highly relevant and useful in Indian
context, as the country is now experiencing rapid
urbanization.
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